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in electrical engineering were laid there. The world-mean-
ing of the episode was that the question of the distribution
and use of power through the agency of the alternating
electric current was settled for all time. For Westinghouse
this was a personal victory; some estimate of its meaning
to mankind will be attempted later in this volume.

"We may now turn back a few years. Late in 1883 West-
inghouse became interested in the production and distribu-

i tion of natural gas, and in 1884 the Philadelphia Company
was formed to carry on that industry.   In a few years he

;  took out thirty-eight gas patents, mostly for means of dis-

1  tribution and control, and he practically created a new art.

\ These were amongst the 134 patents taken out in the years

U880-1890.

It was a logical consequence of the natural-gas episode
that Westinghouse should become interested in gas en-
gines and in the manufacture of fuel gas. The Westing-
house Machine Company, founded by a younger brother,
Henry Herman Westinghouse, and later taken over by
George, developed and built gas engines of great size and
in large numbers. They also built gas producers with some
success, but the producer-gas enterprise was disappoint-
ing.

About 1895 Westinghouse became interested in the steam
turbine and this was an absorbing interest till his death.
He continued incessantly to study, invent, and design,
and his work profoundly influenced the development of
the art. Eventually building turbines became much the
largest part of the work of the Westinghouse Machine Com-
pany, and, working with the Electric Company, they built
many turbo-generator units for power houses, some of
them of immense size. The marine side of the industry
developed more slowly but it is now very important. The